World Journal of Agricultural Sciences 7 (6): 684-691, 2011

ISSN 1817-3047
© IDOSI Publications, 2011

Harnessing the Potentials of the Coconut Palm in the Nigerian Economy

B.E. Fife,' . O.Uwubanmwen,” C.N. Nwawe,” R.A. Okere,” M. Dada’ and E.Eseighe’

'Coconut Research Center, U.S.A.

*Agricultural Economics Division,
Nigerian Institute for Oil Palm Research (NIFOR), P.B.M. 1030 Benin City Nigeria

Abstract: The coconut palm (cocos nucifera) though not indigenous to Nigeria, grows well in places with a
mean annual temperature of 25°C - 28°C and an annual rainfall of 200mm. Great potentials exist for increasing
coconut production and productivity in Nigeria. The low productivity of few coconut holdings in Nigeria is as
a result of poor management practices, high density plantings in the groves, poor soil fertility management, lack
of fertilizer use, poor pest and diseases control. In other for the development of the coconut product trade to

result in tangible improvement in the Nigerian economy, partnership between producers, national policy makers,
the private sector and the international industry is inevitable. Policies that are made should be private sector
driven thereby increasing productivity in all chains of the coconut palm production. This paper 1s designed to
unveil the potentials of the coconut palm and its role in the development of the nation’s economy, by providing
food, raw materials, income and employment to millions of Nigerians.
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INTRODUCTION

The coconut palm (Cocos nucifera L.) is one of the
most important and useful palms in the world, it is an
important crop in the agrarian economy of many countries
of the world providing food, drink, shelter and raw
materials for industries. [1]. The coconut palm, is a
member of the palm family Arecaceae. It 1s the only
accepted species in the genus Cocos. (Hahn, William J.
[2]). The coconut palm 1s undoubtedly the most
economically important plant in the family, as it is used as
both an ornamental and as a food crop.

The term coconut can be referred to the entire
coconut palm including the seed, or the fruit, which is
not a botanical nut. [3, 4]. explained that the origin of the
coconut palm 1s obscured by the ability of the fruit to
disseminate the species naturally over distances of
thousands of miles. Coconuts can float on the ocean for
months and still germinate when beached, so they may
have arisen anywhere between the eastern Indian and
western Pacific oceans. Prior to the age of discovery,
coconuts were dispersed from east Africa to the Pacific
coast of Panama. Coconuts provided the only source of
food and water on many of the atolls across the equatorial
Pacific and the natural distribution of coconut may have
influenced the nitial colonization of the region. It 1s clear
that there were no coconut palms along the east coast of

the Americas, western Africa, or the Caribbean prior to
European exploration in the sixteenth century. Coconut o1l
was one of the first, if not the first plant oil to be used by
man and was the leading vegetable oil until 1962 when
eclipsed by soybean oil. Unlike many tropical fruits,
coconuts are still grown largely by small landholders
instead of on large plantations, although plantations have
become more popular recently [5] Coconut palms have
two natural subgroups simply referred to as "Tall" and
"Dwarf". Most commercial plantings use high yielding,
longer lived Tall cultivars and each region has its own
selections, e.g., “Ceylon Tall', Indian Tall', “Jamaica Tall'
(syn. “Atlantic Tall'), ‘Panama Tall' (syn. ‘Pacific Tall"). The
Tall cultivar group is sometimes given the name Cocos
nucifera var. typica and the dwarf cultivar group C.
nucifera var. nana. |6]. Although the coconut palm 1s not
indigenous to Nigeria, but of the humid tropics. Though
it 1s known to grow under diverse types of climate and is
highly adaptable, are usually grown along the sea coast
and in plain grounds. They can be cultivated up to 1,000m
above sea level and 1t tends to grow best in places with a
mean annual temperature of 25°C -38°C and an annual rain
fall of 200mm [1]. More than 90% of the nation’s coconut
belt 1s a continuation of the plantations or groves along
the West African coast running from Cote d’Ivoire and
southeast towards Ghana, Togo and Benin to Lagos state
in Nigeria. This belt continues in a 1 kilometre wide strip
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